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Teacher Notes 
Each year as I teach and learn from my students and professional development, I 

reflect and refine my instructional strategies and lessons. This updated version of 

my addition and subtraction unit reflects many of these changes. This updated unit 

now centers primarily on addition and subtraction strategies and types of word 

problems. I absolutely recognize that these changes may not be for everyone, so I 

have left the original addition and subtraction unit in the folder, as well as the 

updated version. Please choose whichever version you feel will best meet your 

students’ needs, and you are definitely able to pick and choose lessons from both 

files! The paragraphs below explain some of the updates and how I implement the 

strategies in my math class.

Addition and Subtraction Strategies

I use these lessons to teach my students various addition and subtraction strategies. 

I do not expect students to master each of these strategies by the end of the unit. 

However, these lessons will expose students to each of the strategies, and students 

will be able to apply and practice the strategies throughout the remainder of the 

year.

Addition and Subtraction Word Problems

A major emphasis of the unit is addition and subtraction word problems. I strongly 

emphasize types of word problems: joining problems, comparing problems, removing 

problems, etc. Students also solve problems where the result is unknown, change is 

unknown, and start is unknown.
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Lesson 1:  Friendly Numbers

 

Materials:

•  Individual dry erase boards and markers 

(optional)

•  Addition and Subtraction Strategies Booklet

        (included as separate file)

Standard: 3.NBT.2

Fluently add and subtract within 1000 

using strategies and algorithms based 

on place value, properties of 

operations, and/or the relationship 

between addition and subtraction.

Mini-lesson

Sometimes an addition problem can be made easier by changing one of the numbers to a 

“friendly” or “landmark number”. Friendly numbers are numbers that end in 0. They are 

called friendly because once the rule for adding 0 is understood, that understanding

can be extended to larger numbers that end in 0. Landmark numbers are similar to friendly 

numbers. 

Show students how to add 3-digit by 3-digit numbers using friendly numbers. Spend 10-15 

minutes practicing together as a whole group. If possible, allow students to use dry erase 

boards or markers at their seat. If those are not available, have students use scrap paper. 

As students practice, monitor individual student progress. Take note of any student having a 

difficult time with accuracy or fluency with their addition or subtraction. Use this 

information to determine who you will meet with during work time.

Work Time

Have students complete the Friendly Numbers page of their Addition and Subtraction 

Strategies Book. After students complete they page, they may work on any of the included 

games or skills practice pages. You may have the games set up as choices or station 

activities, or assign a particular game.

Closing

Allow students to share their results with the class. Select students who have used good 

addition and subtraction strategies or students who you have met with and are able to 

articulate their learning process for the activity.

Essential Questions

•  What strategies can I use to help me 

add and subtract larger numbers?

•  How do I know when I should add or 

subtract?

Formative Assessment

•  Monitor students during the mini lesson.

•  Meet with small groups of students who 

had difficulty during the mini lesson. Keep 

notes of student progress during work 

time.
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