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Ever since the release of the Common Core Standards, I’ve 
wanted to create a comprehensive fraction unit that would teach 
all of the third grade standards.  I think fractions required the 
biggest change in my instruction as I transitioned from my state 
standards to the Common Core Standards.  However, I didn’t want 
to create the unit until I had a couple years experience with the 
Common Core Standards.  I wanted to experiment with what 
strategies worked best with my students and to find potential 

areas of trouble.  I created this unit with a focus on both 
conceptual understanding and skills practice.  I’ve broken this unit 
into three parts: math workshop lessons, skills practice 
worksheets, and task cards.  The math workshop sections contain 
the lesson plan, any needed recording sheet for the activity, and 
a practice sheet that I use as a follow up for skills practice or 

homework.  I’ve also included a “Unit at a Glance” page that shows 
how I plan to implement this unit in my own classroom. It will show 
the order I plan to teach each lesson and which skills practice 
worksheet I use to reinforce each math workshop lesson.  I’ve set 
aside five weeks to focus on fractions, which may seem a little 
long for a fractions unit.  I needed the extra time, because I 

incorporate math workstations on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  That 
is the time I will pull aside small groups of students to work with 
anyone who needs additional help or practice.  The rest of my 
class will participate in workstation activities.  If you don’t need the 
workstation plans, you can refer to the “Unit at a Glance” on page 
five that lays out the unit without workstations.

<TEACHER NOTES>
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2 Pacing Guide Options

Day 1

Workshop

Equal Groups

Practice

Equal Groups

Day 2

Since we are 

only 1 day into 

our fraction unit, 

I won’t add any 

fraction 

activities until 

the following 

week.

Day 3

Workshop

Modeling

Fractions

Practice

Identifying 

Fractions

Day 4

Since we are 

only 1 day into 

our fraction unit, 

I won’t add any 

fraction 

activities until 

the following 

week.

Day 5

Workshop

Skittle Fractions

Practice

Fractions in a 

Set

Day 6

Workshop

Fraction 

Sundaes

Practice

Fraction 

Practice

Day 7

Workstations

Introduce the 

Matching 

Fractions Task 

Cards

Day 8

Workshop

Fractions on a 

Number Line

Practice

Number Lines

Day 9

Workstations

Matching 

Fractions Task 

Cards

Day 10
Workshop

Number Line

Cut and Paste

Practice

Making Number 

Lines

Day 11
Workshop

Comparing

Fractions

Practice

Comparing 

Fractions

Day 12

Workstations

Introduce 

Comparing 

Fractions Task

Cards

Day 13

Workshop

Build a Fraction

Practice

Comparing 

Fractions on a 

Number Line

Day 14

Workstations

Comparing 

Fractions Task 

Cards

Fraction Check 

Up

Day 15
Workshop

Order the 

Cookie Jars

Practice

Benchmark 

Numbers

Day 16

Workshop

Line ‘em Up

Practice

Ordering 

Fractions

Day 17

Workstations

Introduce

Equivalent 

Fractions Task 

Cards

Day 18
Workshop

Finding 

Equivalent 

Fractions

Practice-

Equivalent 

Fractions

Day 19

Workstations

Equivalent

Fractions Task 

Cards

Day 20

Workshop

Gumball Math

Practice

Fraction 

Scavenger Hunt

Day 21

Workshop

Pattern Block 

Fractions

Practice

Fraction Cut and 

Paste

Day 22

Workstations

Continue 

Fraction Task

Cards

Day 23

Workshop

Fraction Sort

Practice

Circle the 

Fraction

Day 24

Workstations

Continue

Fraction Task 

cards

Day 25

Workshop

Fraction 

Pictures

Practice

Fraction Quiz

With Workstations on Tuesdays and Thursdays
<UNIT AT A GLANCE>
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Day 1

Equal
Groups

Practice
Equal 

Groups

Day 2

Modeling 
Fractions

Practice
Identifying Fractions

Day 3

Skittle
Fractions

Practice
Fractions in 

a Set

Day 4

Fraction 
Sundaes

Practice
Fraction 
Practice

Day 5

Fractions on a Number 
Line

Practice
Number 
Lines

Day 6

Number Line
Cut and 
Paste

Practice
Making 

Number 
Lines

Day 7

Comparing 
Fractions

Practice
Comparing Fractions

Day 8

Build a 
Fraction

Practice
Comparing Numbers on a Number 

Line

Day 9

Order the Cookie Jars

Practice
Benchmark Numbers

Day 10

Line ‘em Up

Practice
Ordering 
Fractions

Day 11

Finding 
Equivalent 
Fractions

Practice
Equivalent 
Fractions

Day 12

Gumball 
Math

Practice
Fraction

Scavenger 
Hunt

Day 13

Pattern 
Block

Fractions

Practice
Fraction 
Cut and 
Paste

Day 14

Fraction 
Sort

Practice
Circle the Fraction

Day 15

Fraction 
Pictures

Practice
Fraction 

Quiz

Without Work Stations
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Standard:  3.NF.1

Materials:
• 4 pieces of chart paper (label each piece of chart paper 

with a different term:  halves, thirds, fourths, and fifths)
• Construction paper

Mini Lesson:  Introduce the term “equal parts” and see if 
students can explain what it means.  Show students a few 
examples and non examples of different shapes that are 
partitioned into equal parts.  Then, explain that in this lesson, 
students will get to practice partitioning shapes into equal 
parts.

Work Time:  Divide students into groups of two and have 
groups locate an object they can easily trace on a piece of 
construction paper.  Encourage students to select an object 
that is a rectangle, square, or circle.  Students should trace 
and cut out the object several times and partition their shape 
into equal parts.  Students should divide their shapes into 
halves, thirds, fourths, and fifths.  After students have 
partitioned all of their shapes, they should tape or glue each 
of their shapes on the corresponding piece of chart paper.

Closing:  Draw everyone’s attention to the chart paper and 
discuss how students know their shapes were partitioned 
into equal pieces.  Ask students which part was easiest to 
fold and which part was most difficult to fold.  Use this time 
to introduce the term denominator.  Explain that the 
denominator is the total number of pieces.

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

Equal Parts

Detailed Lesson Plans

Materials

Standard

Mini Lesson

Work Time

Closing



Conceptual Lessons

Name_________
_________

_______  
            

            
            

 Date_________
________

Modeling Fractions

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

Name_________________________ Date__________________

Fraction Bars Reflection1. How many thirds were needed to make one whole? _______________________
2. How many sixths were needed to make one whole? _______________________
3. How many fifths were needed to make two-fifths? ____________________________
4. How many fourths were needed to make one-fourth? __________________________

5.   How many pieces is this number line above broken into? _________________________
6.   What should the denominator be for the number line above? __________________
7.   Why? ____________________________________________________________________________

8.   What fraction is missing from the number line above? _________________________9.    How many pieces is this number line broken into? _______________________________
©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

Name____________________________________

Date________________

Number Line Cut and Paste

G
J

L
R

Q
S

O
P
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Name____________
____________

_
Date____________

______

Finding Equivalent Fractions

What fractions can you find that 

are equivalent to one-half?

What fractions can you find that 

are equivalent to one-third?

What fractions can you find that 

are equivalent to two-thirds?

What fractions can you find that 

are equivalent to one-fourth?

What fractions can you find that 

are equivalent to three-fourths?

What fractions can you find that 

are equivalent to one-fifth?

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

one-half one-third

one-fourth
one-fifth

C

A

F

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

Name_________________________
Date__________________

Gumball Math
1. There is a jar of 28 gumballs.  If half of the gumballs are 

red,  how many red gumballs are there?

2. There is another jar of 20 gumballs.  If one-fourth of

the gumballs are blue, how many blue gumballs are there?

3. A different jar has 21 gumballs.  If one-third of the gumballs are green, 

how many green gumballs are there?

4. The smallest jar only has 12 gumballs.  How many red, blue, and green gumballs 

are there?

red __________________

blue _________________

green _______________

A

C
F

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey



Hands-On Activities

Name_______________
__________

Date_______________
___

Pattern Block Fractions

If the hexagon represents one whole, then what fraction do the following 

shapes represent?

_______________
                   

_______________
                  _

______________

How many               c
over                  

       ?         _
______________

How many               c
over                  

          ?       _
_____________

How many               c
over                  

           ?      _
______________

1 whole

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

1.  What fraction of the figure does one blue block cover? ___________________
2. What fraction of the figure do the blue blocks cover? ________ or ________

3. What fraction of the figure does one green block cover? _________________
3. What fraction of the figure do the green blocks cover? _______ or _______

4. What fraction of the figure does one green block cover? ________________
5. What fraction of the figure do the green blocks cover? ______ or _______

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

Name________________________________________

Date_______

Skittle Fractions
1.  What fraction of 

the Skittles are red? 2.  What fraction of the 
Skittles are orange?

3.  What fraction of 
the Skittles are yellow? 4.  What fraction of 

the Skittles are green?

5.  What fraction of the 
Skittles are purple? 6.  What fraction of the 

Skittles are red and yellow?

7.  What fraction of the 
Skittles are not green?

8.  What fraction of the 
Skittles are not purple?

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey
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Skill Building Sheets

Name__________
__________

_____

Date__________
________

Equal Parts

How many equal parts are in each shape?

1.            
             

            2
.             

             
             

  3.

__________
_____       

           __
__________

_____       
           __

__________
___

4. Divide the shape into three equal parts.

5. Divide the shape into two equal parts.

6. Divide the shape into four equal parts.

4. Is the shape below divided into equal parts?  Why or why not?

________
________

________
________

________
_____

________
________

________
________

________
_____

________
________

________
________

________
_____

________
________

________
________

________
_____
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Name_________________________

Date__________________
Identifying Fractions

Identify the following fractions of the shaded areas below.
1.                                        2.                                      3.

_______________                  _________________                  _______________
Model the fractions below

4.

4.

5.

10.  What is the numerator and denominator of a fraction?  _____________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

A

H

D

7.

8.

9.  

C

A

F
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Name_________________________

Date__________________
Comparing FractionsUse fraction strips to compare the following fractions.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

M K e A F H

C E G P d L

M e h c T Q

A Q N J P C
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Name______
____________

_______

Date______
____________

Cut and Paste Fractions

one-half
one-third

one-fourth

��������

������
�����

�����

e
P

c
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Name_________________________ Date__________________

Making Number Lines

Partition the number lines to represent the following intervals.

Partition and label the number line to model the following fractions.

halves

fourths

sixths

C

H
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Game

Standard:  3.NF.3

Materials:
• Dice
• Build a Fraction recording sheet
• Fraction Bars

Mini Lesson:  Model with students how to play the Build a 
Fraction Game.  It is important to show students how to use 
the grid paper to model their fractions, so they can 
compare the fractions correctly.  Make sure students 
understand the directions and the mathematical concepts 
needed to correctly play the game.

Work Time:  Have students work with a partner and take 
turns rolling two dice.  The student will use the two digits 
rolled to build a fraction.  The smaller number should be the 
numerator and the larger number should be the 
denominator.  Students should record the digits rolled and 
their fractions on the recording sheet.  Then students should 
model their fractions using fraction bars, and the student 
who has the largest fraction wins the round and can circle 
or highlight his/her name on the recording sheet.  Students 
will play a total of ten rounds with this game.

Closing:  Allow three or four students to share their work 
with the class using a document camera.  Ask questions such 
as:  
• Were you able to predict who would have the largest 

fraction before modeling it?  How did you make those 
predictions?
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Building Fractions

Name_________________________ Date__________________

Round Player 1 Player 2

Digits Rolled Fraction Digits Rolled Fraction

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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3 Sets of Task Cards



Bonus Lessons

Name_____________
_____________

_

Date_____________

Fraction Brownies

Complete the following problems.  For each problem that you choose, you must 

include a drawing, the fraction name, and words for identifying the fraction.  

Show your work. 

5 brownies shared with 2 children.

2 brownies shared with 4 children.

5 brownies shared with 4 children.

4 brownies shared with 8 children.
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Name_________________________

Date__________________

Pattern Block Fractions
If the hexagon represents one whole, then what fraction do the following shapes represent?

1 whole

If the polygon represents one whole, then what fraction do the following shapes represent?

1 whole

If the trapezoid represents one whole, then what fraction do the following shapes represent?

©2014 Ashleigh Education Journey

1 whole



Answer Keys
Name_________________________ Date__________________

Finding Equivalent Fractions

What fractions can you find that 
are equivalent to one-half?

2/4, 3/6, 4/8

What fractions can you find that are 
equivalent to one-third?

2/6, 3/9

What fractions can you find that 
are equivalent to two-thirds?

4/6, 6/9

What fractions can you find that are 
equivalent to one-fourth?

2/8, 3/12

What fractions can you find that are 
equivalent to three-fourths?

6/8, 9/12

What fractions can you find that 
are equivalent to one-fifth?

2/10
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Name_________________________ Date__________________

Identifying Fractions

Identify the following fractions of the shaded areas below.

1.                                        2.                                      3.

one-third       two-fourths or one-half            one-half

Model the fractions below

4.

4.

5.

10.  What is the numerator and denominator of a fraction?  The 
denominator is the total number of pieces, and the numerator is 
the number of pieces you are working with.

A

H

D

7.

8.

9.  

C

A

F
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Name_________________________ Date__________________

Benchmark Numbers

Name three fractions that are 
greater than one-half.

5/6, 7/8, 6/10

Name three fractions that are 
less than one-half.

1/3, 1/4, 1/5

Name three fractions that are 
greater than one-fourth.

2/3, 4/5, 1/2

Name three fractions that are
less than one-third.

1/6, 1/8, 1/10
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Name_________________________ Date__________________

Equivalent Fractions

A

G Q

we
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